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KIN' IN RUSSIA Jimmie Lynn Fadden
. on harmonica .s Jeffrey Roberl Hanna
35 him up on washboard during the Nitty
y Dirt Band's first performance in Moscow
day. It was the first time an American rock
loured in the Soviet Union and they sold out
srts in smaller towns before coming to Mos-
cow. In shadow, at left, is John Cable.

Pardon Lets Jesse Tour

Jesse Winchester, born In
the South, self-exiled to
Canada during the Vielnam
War, has released his fifth
record album and 18 making
his first tour of the United
States, with his rural
Southern, soft rock songs. He
Is able tn do that because of
President Carter’s pardon of
drafl evaders.

The first four albums, on
Bearsville — as I3 the new
one, “Nothing but a Breeze"

+ — didn't sell well and Win-

chester thinks it's because he
didn't tour to promote them.
He smiles: “We'll soon find
out."'

He and his band have
worked hard and he's con-
fident of the music they're
presenting on the tour. After
three doys of a four day tour
in New York, the third eity on
his April 20-Tune 26 tour, he is
becoming nervous from
journalists’ questions about
his politics and Canadian
citizenship. "I'm afrald my
nerves are pgolng to get
frayed, is all. You always
want to say the right thing
and try and have people like
}"ﬂl.l-"

Still, in a gentle Southern
accent, Winchester explains
again. He left Memphis in
December 1966, 10 days alter
his draft notice came. He had
attended Williams College in
northern Massachusetts,

JESSE WINCHESTER

majoring in German, and had
spent a year in Europe. He
knew he could live outside the
aouth.

As for the war, "I just
didn't want anything to do
with it. T suppose I could have
wangled some deferment, but
the war seemed so poisoned
at the source to me at the
time. I sald, 'l don't want to
talk about it with you; I'll just
go someplace else.’ 1 felt I
could keep myself whole by
doing that."

His mother agreed with his
decislon. *“My grandfather
was particularly hard hit by
it. He was disappointed In
me."

His father had been an Alr

Force captain In World War
11, had farmed in Missiasippl
untll Winchester was 12,
when he had a heart attack.
He died when Winchester was
18. “After the Second World
War he hated war,' Win-
chester explains.

Winchester went {o Mon-
treal because he wanied a
combination North
Amerlcan-European uaime-
osphere.

Hod circumstances been
different and Winchester
stayed In the United States,
he thinks he might now be &
teacher or reporier. He

# worked for a newspaper in

Colllerville, Tenn., one
summer and Uked it.
Winchester tried in Canoda

lo et a Job teaching German, remembers fondly from his
failed and took a job playing own childhood. After six
rhythm guitar in & band that years in Canada, he also
played French popular musle became a Canadian citizen.
in hotel lounges. “They hada  There wasn't an
real good French soul singer *'American ghetto,” Win-
of the Charles Aznavour type. chester says. '“The type of
1 enjoyed working with him." Americans that went up there
He started learning French In the first place #éren't the
and writing songs. After eight type that jolned groups,
manths, he went out on his really. There was one group,
own, bullding a followlng in but they were very political,
nnd around Montreal. He also and their goals were not the
got married and he and his same an mine in general. 1
Acadlan wile, Loslie, have a wasn't against amnesty for
son, James, §, and daughter, us but [ was agalnst asking
Alice Evangeline, 2. They live for amnesty."
in Montreal and he'd llke for  Looking at it all now, Win-
the present tour to bring in _chester says, “The deal was
enough money so they could when I came up to Canada I
buy o house outside Montreal, would never be allowed to re-
In a rural atmosphere he turntothe United StatesandI

Performs In Girls’ Gym

Graham Central Goes To School

SAN FRANCISCO (APY —
Not many of Mission High
School's 1,700 students were

willing to believe, really be-

lieve, that Graham Central
Statlon would perform at

thelr Inner-city school. another,
“I thought they was Wordof the ptrfnrmunnu —

jiving," said one student. “I admission six bits, proceeds
thought it was probably to student government —
somebody else going to play spread quickly, but the teen-
like him," commented oge skepties still doubted one
of the nation's top rock

This Week’s Numbers

Rock

Best-selling records of the
week based on The Cashbox

groups would do its thing in
the girls' gym on a Wed-
neaday afterpoon. It did.
Band leader Larry
Graham, an Inner-city

product of high schools just
arracag Tan Feanpicnn Bawv

Country

Best-selling Country-
Western records of the week

tates

was ready to live by that,
There were people who pgot
killed or had legs or arms
shot off. Everyone lost
something. Your princlpals
have to be pald for one way or
another. I was ready to pay
the price. If someone 1s golng
to wipe that away, I regard It
as generosity on thelr part.
Whether it Is justice or not,
only God in Heaven can
h,mw.ll

Robbie Robertson of the
Band started Winchester on
his recording career, getting
him a contract with Bear-
sville and producing his first
LP, “Jesse Winchester," In
1070, That contained the
song “Yankee Lady," later
recorded by Tim Hardin,

bargaln as the early al-
termoon jam got under way,
with the group parading In
llke & high school band,
puundlng snare drums.
Throngs of young [ans
crowded flush up against the
stage and several hundred
others filled the bleachers
above,

Graham hit the big time as
bassist with Sly and the
Family Stone, his driving and
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