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. Onsome level, if you want to be a star, talent
want it badfy, Vew‘ very badly. That's where Jesse \

_ -ji'ﬁak&d in the encyclopansa unde: Ca nada.” he said. "Tha S

~ rant Americans are, or how ignorant this American was. It said Montre:

- was the second largest French-speak fng city in the world. | had been
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Soon after Jesse arnved he -téegan wrmng songs. '‘Brand W
Tennessee Waltz' was the first. "The song itself, even to me, is kinda
cryptic,” he says. "l know wha its about, and the rest of the details, bu
it's an obvious first song. The story’s not clear. It was stream of con-
sciousness writing, which was in fashion in those days.” A U.S. Amy
de:-f-\rte' Chuck Grav had a hmme siudm in Offawa and Jesqe went .
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haunted look of Matt! ew Bradys Civil War photos.

The problems started once the record hit the streets in March 1970 Robbig
Robertson had placed Jesse with his manager, Albert Grossman, who
struck a deal between his company, Bearsville Records, and Ampex Tape's
new record division. Ampex soon found the record business to be more bru-
tal than they had imagined, and folded the label just as Jesse's album was
breaking. Two years passed before Grossman relaunched the label with
Warner Bros.

Jesse’s second album, Third Down, 110 To Go, was titled after a Canadian
Football League scoreline that denotes a pretty hopeless, situation. Beim’e
it appeared, Jesse had cut an aborted album with Todd Rmdgrew and Full
Tilt Boogie. Three Rundgren-produced songs, including ‘Midmght Bus' and
‘Silly Heart,’ made it into the final album; the rest was produced by Jesse
himself, The album’'s pastoral feel was a direct and negative response to
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| liked the word “pardon,” but he'd wept a little when it came through.
There was a U.S. to support Brian Ahern’s high gloss production,
Nothing Bur A Ahern was a Nova Scotian who had produced
Emmylou Harris, whom he'd married. Anne

stte Larson sang back-up. Emmylou prompt-

ind Nicolette Larson covered ‘Rhumba Man,’

for her. Nashville beckoned; Memphis beck-

e’ from the Nashville-produced A
iearest possible sense of Jesse's
ifl. The final Bearsville album

ck a production deal with Willie
ere. ‘Say What' became his

he door on his eleven years with

Jesse continues to write songs. H

publisher. His hit rate has been pretty goo

Harris, Michael Murphy, and The Mave

Jesse performs occasionally, torn between

and telling himself it's shameful making a dlspiay

convince people how good you are. “l just don't GEV

it,” he said recently. “I'm missing something vital. 'm more.

a recording star. It's more satisfying to sit in the background .
somebody else singing it on the radio. | dont have to compromise
myself so badly. It's just better.” -
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1.Isn't That So

2.Dangerous Fun

_ 3.Do It

4.Midnight Bus

5.All Of Your Own Stories
6.God's Own Jukebox

7.Silly Heart

8.Every Word You Say
9.Mississippi You're On My Mind
10.Third Rate Romance
11.Defying Gravity

12.Let The Rough Side Drag

. 13.Damned If You Do
14.Lay Down Your Burden
15.Everybody Knows - But Me
16.Blow On, Chilly Wind
17.My Songbird

18.Rhumba Man

19.A Showman's Life
20.Wintery Feeling

.Leslie

22.Say What

23.The Brand New Tennessee Waltz

3 Payday
2.Biloxi
3.Snow

4.The Brand New Tennessee Waltz
5.That's A Touch | Like

6.Yankee Lady

7.Quiet About It

8.8kip Rope Song

9.Rosy Shy

. 10.Black Dog

11.Nudge
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