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Jesse Winchester brings his new band to the Back Door

By DAMNE LANKENMN
Ier ‘im;:htslw hupEiTﬂ
singing a ar
arond Hmtrtgl ﬂ?il couple
of years now, Most of thal
lime, ke worked as a solo
star, doing gigs at the old
New Penelope, the wvarious
Door colfee houses, and else-
where arourd lown

Sametime lact month, Jesse
jeined up with a three-plece
band. And two nighls ago the
new quarlel was unveiled at
the Back Door, which Is on
McTavish Street at the cor-
ner of Sherbrooke.

Jesse sounds beller {han
ever. His own songs consli-
tule sboul B0 per cent of the
group's repertoire, and, when
all the microphone and am-
plifier problems are worked
out, they sound great.

Playing with a bard is
nothing really new [or Jesse;
rather i's & relurn fo what
he likes to do. Alter coming
lo Monlreal {as an American
drafl-dodger) two years ago
Jesse worked with a siring
of bands here. And belore
that, he'd played guitar, bass,
drums, organ or piano with
hall a dozen groups In his
home lown of Memphis, Ten-
nessee.

“There's dhe grod thing
about Memphis.," says Jewss,
with a noliceabhle Tennessee
accent, “and that's the musie.
There's a lot of good, crealive
penpie makirg o lot of good
music.

B O A
in the ercye a
found (hat Montreal was the
biggest tily in Canada and I
came here. ['ve noticed noths
ing essenlially dilferenl cul-
turally, except that people
here are a litlle more re-
served, 't lakes a while lo
know them, bul they're very
kind. I love It here.

“When 1 think aboot it, it's
a drag that [ can't go back Lo
{he Stales. Somelimes 1 miss
Memphis. But the way Amer-
ica @5 now, if T have 1o be cul
off from somewhere, the
States is a gpod place.

“50 1 came up here and gol
a jeb playing guitar in a
Freach rack 'n' roll band. We
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teured Ames, Chicootimi snd
Trois Rivieres. Then T played
inan R 'n" B band around
lovn, and then in a
elic 1p in clubs,
“F?::Ig. [ got tired of the
hassles of plaving in bands
and decided 1o do a single act.
[ did that for a year; but I
really wanled to work with a

m“agm. I feel more at

Jesse's band consisls of a
bassist named Jean Charbon-
neau that Jess» knew {rom the
old days, a drummer named
Cuy Black, and a knock-out
plano player called Kim Pear-
gon. Jesse met Guy and Kim
through Penny Lang, the

"Montreal folky singer who al

this very moment is touring
in New York stale.

Jesso is gong lo be al the
Back Deor Gl Sunday. On
Monday moming. he'll be in
Toronlo, vecording his firsl
LP. The record Is being made
for pone other than Albert
Grossman, the superman of
folk and pop music who has
guided the carcers of all the
greal herog [rom Bob Dylan
to The Band And weing
it will be Robbie ¢
of The Band.

Besldes Jetse and his trio,
the sludio musiclans will In-
clude David Rea and several
others from Toronto and o few
more from New York. Jesse

lans lo record as many as
wenly songs, most — but nol
all — his own, and pick the
best from that.
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